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COPYRIGHT ROYALTY TRIBUNAL

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

1111 20th Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20036
(202) 653-5175

May 1, 1980

Mr. Jonathan Strong
Ripsaw Records

121 N 4th Street
Easton, PA 18042

Dear Mr. Strong:

COMMISSIONERS:
Thomas C. Brennan
Douglas E. Coulter
Mary Lou Burg
Clarence L. James, Jr.
Frances Garcia

Thank you for your letter of April 22, 1980 expressing your views .

on the royalty rates
have given the other
will take your views
begin regarding this

Thank you for taking

Sincerely,

Mary Lou Bu
Chairman

for making and distributing phonorecords. I
commissioners a copy of your letter and we
into consideration next week when the hearings

matter,

the time to write the Tribunal.
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April 22, 1980

IRIECORDS

121 N. 4TH ST., EASTON, PA. 18042 (215) 258-5980
NEW YORK OFFICE: 5-J, 320 W. 30TH ST. 10001 (212) 584-3246

Hary Lou Burg

Ghairman

Copyright Royaltiy Tribunal
1111 20th 8t., N.il.
Washington, IC 20036

Doar Chaircan Burg,

Ve are a very cmall indepsndent record labsl, There are nmany like us in the busgi-
388, but our survival rate is not high., Nevertheless, we sorve an important func-
tion for the imdustry by introducing n2w artists anrd r2v somgs by unknowvn songuriters.
In our own cace wo have released four singles in the past 16 nomths, including four
previously unpublishzd songs by two unknown songuriters., Ve intend to releace
another single im the n3xt momth which also will have one song on it by an unimown
sonzuriter.

It is our oxperienco that vhile songuriters vho are baginning in the businsss would
love to male a high royalty ratc right off the bat, they are primarily interested in
getting some exposure for their worits and building a reputation in thaz industry so
that thoy might find nore rewarding raritets, i.e., bigger record companies with
knovm artists, for their songs later om,

For the rcany small independent companies such as ours, which are constantly on tho
edge of survival, to be required to pay the propsed songuriter royalty rates of 6%
&% of the retail price of phonograph records would bz tantamount to telling us -

GO OUT OF BUSINSSS! VUhilo this might bonefit the established songwriters, we bslieve
it would b2 harcful to the rany bagimning songuriters and would work to the detriment
of the industry as a vhole, as it would result in the industry tending to bo mmch
less dynanic,

Yo are not opposed im gen2ral to songuriters receiving ouch more for their works and
tha pleas of the major record cempanies regarding their fimancial trials and tribu-
lations do not avoke any sympathy from us, as they do their bsst to stifle conmpanies
such ag ours. Ve bezlieve, however, that a songuriter's royaltios should increage in
size as the success of a record of his or her song is emtablished, For example, we
believe the curremt rate is fair until a record coazpany sells a certain number of
copies of the record, say 40,000, at vhich tim> a higher royalty rate, say 6% of the
retail price, would be required, There could be ome break point as in th® examplo
or several., Ve believe that such a stop systom would bs the fairest way Of insuring
that somgwriters get the batter remuneration they deserve for their works without
elinipnoting the rany companiecs such as ours vhich so often provide the entryway into
ths industry for so rany somguriters.

Thank you for your consideration of our views,

Sincerely, % ‘@ o
' /V\

Jonathen Strong



